,

chiefly in the neighbourhoods of Madras and Bangalore, have fuel plan-
tations been at all extensively made. The results obtained from casua-
rina, plantations along the Coromandel Coast have been very satisfactory^
also those from the comparatively small areas on the Nilgiri Hills planted
with eucalyptus.

We consider that the economic aspects of forestry in relation to
the fuel supply of the country have hitherto not received sufficient
attention. We desire to direct attention to the advantages of wood
distillation as a method of obtaining charcoal and certain valuable
by-products, acetate of line, methyl alcohol and wood tar, hf the sale
of which the local cost of the charcoal would be greatly reduced. For
a).l but the smallest units of power a suction gas plant is extremely
convenient and efficient, and we recommend that any methods which
are likely to cheapen the cost of fuel for such plants should be the subject
of detailed investigation and trial.

96. There is no possibility of estimating the prospects of oil produc-

.             .             tion, and it would . therefore be unwise to rely

Oil and alcohol.

fael
tion of our coal supplies. The serious economic value of the oil-bearing
areas in Baluchistan and the Punjab is still far from being established
as a commercial proposition ; the oil field of north-east Assam has shown
very slow expansion, "and the value of the new fields at Badarpur in
central Assam has yet to be demonstrated. In Burma, the three main
fields of Yenangyaung, Yenangyat and Singu are being rapidly exploi-
ted, and no others likely to replace them have so far been proved, in
spite of extensive and costly prospecting operations.
It is very undesirable that the fuel supply of the country should
be derived from external sources, and we were informed that in the
Madras Presidency and Mysore, this aspect of the question had been
considered by the Departments of Industries, whose officers now recom-
mend the use of suction gas* plants for all units of over ten horse power
when charcoal can be obtained at a reasonable rate, and endeavour
to confeip the employment of the oil engine to power units below this
size. Petrol is chiefly used in motor cars and small engines which are
only intermittently employed. As a source of industrial power, it is
unimportant ; bpt the demand for it for other purposes is likely to
grow, and the provision of a suitable substitute is generally recognised
as desirable, if not actually imperative. On several occasions our
attention was drawn to the possibility of making industrial alcohol
from hitherto neglected vegetable materials, some of which appear to-
be sufficiently promising to justify investigation and experiment. -We
recommend that a more liberal polif-y should be followed by the excise
authorities in respect of the class 6t denaturant prescribed, and more
regard might be paid to the likelihood rather than to the mere possi-
bility of frauds upon the revenue, when the requirements of commercial
users conflict with excise regulations.
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